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Presentation Notes
The new $100 note, which will begin circulating on February 10, 2011, is the latest denomination of United States currency to be redesigned. 
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Presentation Notes
The U.S. government wants to keep counterfeiting low and to do that, we have to stay ahead of counterfeiters. They aren’t standing still and neither can we.

Currency redesign is a continuous and on-going process for the U.S. government. Currency redesign, along with public education and effective law enforcement, are the cornerstones of protecting and maintaining confidence in U.S. currency.
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Presentation Notes
This latest redesign of U.S. currency began with the introduction of the $20 note in 2003, followed by a $50 note in 2004, a $10 note in 2006 and a $5 note in 2008. The newly designed $100 note will begin circulating on February 10, 2011. 

It is important to remember that it is not necessary to trade in your old-design notes for new ones. All U.S. currency remains legal tender, regardless of when it was issued.
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Presentation Notes
The new $100 note incorporates advanced technology to combat counterfeiting, while still retaining the traditional look of U.S. currency. Over a decade of research and development went into the new $100 note’s security features.
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Presentation Notes
Two new security features in the new design are the 3-D Security Ribbon and the Bell in the Inkwell.

Both of these security features offer a simple and subtle way to verify a genuine note when holding it to light is not possible.
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The redesigned $100 note has a 3-D Security Ribbon, which is the blue ribbon on the front of the note with images of bells and 100s.

Tilt the note back and forth, while focusing on the ribbon. You will see the bells change to 100s as they move. If you tilt the note back and forth, the bells and 100s move side to side. If you tilt it side to side, they move up and down. 

The ribbon is woven into the paper, not printed on it, and uses advanced microtechnology. Nearly one million microlenses are used to create the illusion of moving bells and 100s.  
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The redesigned $100 note has a Bell in the Inkwell, which is a color-shifting bell, inside a copper inkwell, on the front of the note.

The inkwell and bell are both copper until you move the $100 note. Tilt it to see the bell change from copper to green, an effect which makes the bell seem to appear and disappear within the inkwell.
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The redesigned $100 note retains highly effective security features from the old design. For example, the Portrait Watermark remains on the new $100 note. 

To view the Portrait Watermark, hold the note to light and look for a faint image of Benjamin Franklin, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, in the blank space to the right of the portrait. The image is visible from either side of the note.
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Watermarks are also included on the redesigned $5, $10, $20 and $50 notes. All are portrait watermarks except those on the $5 note, which features one large numeral 5 watermark to the right of President Abraham Lincoln’s portrait and a column of smaller numeral 5s running vertically to the left of the portrait.
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Another highly effective security feature in the redesigned $100 note that was retained from the older design is the security thread. Hold the note to light to see an embedded thread that runs vertically to the left of the portrait. The letters USA and the numeral 100 appear in an alternating pattern and are visible along the thread from both sides of the note. 
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When illuminated by ultraviolet light, the security thread in the $100 note will glow pink. 
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Security threads have been included in the redesigned $5, $10, $20 and $50 notes.
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Each of the security threads in other redesigned currency glow a different color when illuminated by ultraviolet light.
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Another security feature retained from the old-design $100 note is the color-shifting 100. Tilt the note to see the numeral 100  in the lower right corner of the front of the note shift from copper to green. 
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The new $100 note includes additional features, such as raised printing, that protect the integrity of the note.  

Move your finger up and down Benjamin Franklin’s shoulder on the left side of the note. It should feel rough to the touch, a result of the enhanced intaglio printing process used to create the image. Traditional raised printing can be felt throughout the $100 note and gives genuine U.S. currency its distinctive texture.
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Another feature on the redesigned $100 note is the Gold 100. Look for a large gold numeral 100 on the back of the note. 

It helps those with visual impairments distinguish the denomination.
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The redesigned $100 note also incorporates microprinting in several places. Because they are so small, microprinted words are hard to replicate. 

Look carefully to see the small printed words THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA on Benjamin Franklin’s jacket collar, USA 100 around the blank space containing the portrait watermark, ONE HUNDRED USA along the golden quill and USA at the base of the portrait.
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The U.S. government has added an indicator to the front of the note that distinguishes new $100 notes printed in Fort Worth, Texas, from those printed in Washington, D.C. New $100 notes printed in Fort Worth have a small FW in the top left corner on the front of the note, to the right of the numeral 100. If a note does not have an FW indicator, this means it was printed in Washington, D.C. This is the first time this indicator has been included on $100 notes.
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The new $100 note retains the traditional look of U.S. currency by representing historical American images.
 Benjamin Franklin’s portrait remains on the front of the new $100 note.
 On the back, there is a new vignette of Independence Hall featuring the rear, rather than the front, of the building. 
 The ovals that appeared around the portrait and vignette in previous designs have been removed, and the images have been enlarged.
 The new $100 note’s American symbols of freedom – phrases from the Declaration of Independence and the quill the Founding Fathers used to sign the historic document – are featured to the right of Benjamin Franklin’s portrait.
 A pale blue background color has been added to the new $100 note.
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Contact your local police department or United States Secret Service field office if you suspect a note is counterfeit. These contact numbers can be found in U.S. telephone books or on the law enforcement interactive map on www.newmoney.gov/locator.htm. 

Write your initials and the date in the border of the suspect note. Remember to limit the handling of the note and carefully place it in a protective covering, such as an envelope. Surrender the note only to a police officer or a U.S. Secret Service agent.
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The U.S. government is working with businesses and consumers that handle cash to familiarize them with the changes to the $100 note so they can distinguish genuine notes from counterfeits. Because cash-handling businesses are often the first to see fake notes, and therefore serve as the front line of defense in the fight against counterfeiting, the government has developed a number of educational materials to help easily identify possible counterfeit notes before they are accepted. 

The U.S. government will continue to work with retailers, financial institutions and industry organizations to make sure they know about the changes and have the tools needed to teach their cash-handlers to use the $100 note’s new security features and upgrade cash equipment. Additionally, the government will continue to work with the manufacturers of machines that accept $100 notes, such as those found in casinos and self check-out counters, to ensure they have the information they need to adjust their machines to accept the new design when it begins circulating. 

The U.S. government will maintain its continuous outreach to other governments, central banks and law enforcement agencies to protect the integrity of U.S. currency and ensure a seamless introduction of the new $100 note.
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